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(54) Portable sign having flexible sleeve for attachment to a traffic cone 

(57) A portable sign comprises a shaped panel 4 which has information-conveying markings on a front face 
thereof. Fixed to a rear face of the panel 4 is a flexible material sleeve 6 with a tapered bore which is 
engageable by a free-standing road cone 1 for mounting the panel 4 above ground level. The sleeve may be 
formed from a single trapezoidal sheet of a durable material such as pre-coated nylon. 
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At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 



1 / 1 




2270332 

1 

A PORTABLE SIGN 

This invention relates to a portable sign, particularly but not 
exclusively a road traffic sign. 

It is well known to provide portable signs with collapsible metal 
stands but such signs are expensive to manufacture. 

It is an objection of the present invention to provide a portable 
sign of cheap construction. 

According to the present invention there is provided a portable 
sign comprising a shaped panel with information-conveying markings 
on a front face thereof and a rear face to which is fixed a flexible 
material sleeve with a tapered bore engageable by a free-standing road 
cone for mounting the panel above ground level. 

Preferably, the sleeve is made from a flat piece of material of 
trapezoidal shape having parallel upper and lower edges 
interconnected by upwardly convergent side edges, the material piece 
being fixed to the rear panel face by side edge portions arranged in 
closely spaced parallel relationship so as to form said sleeve 
therebetween. 

The side edge portions may . be fixed to the rear pauiel face by 
means of adhesive and the sleeve material may be pvc-coated nylon. 

In accordance with a further aspect of the invention there is 
provided a sign assembly comprising a portable sign as hereinbefore 
defined in combination with a free-standing road cone to which the 
sign is fitted by engagement of the road cone in the tapered bore of 
the flexible material sleeve of the sign. 

The invention will now be further described by way of example 
only with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: - 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic side view of one embodiment of sign 
assembly in accordance with the invention, and 

Fig. 2 shows the portable sign of Fig. 1 removed from the base 
with insets showing alternative designs. 

Referring now to Fig. 1, a portable sign assembly comprises a 
standard road cone 1 with a base 2 and a conical body 3. A triangular 
panel 4 carries conventional markings on its front face (not shown) 
conveying information about road hazards, parking restrictions etc. 
Fixed to a rear face 5 of the panel 4 is a sleeve 6 made of durable, 



flexible material, e.g. pvc-coated nylon. The sleeve 6 can fold flat 

■J 

against the panel rear face 5 to facilitate transport or storage of the 
panels 4. In the position of use illustrated in Fig. 1, the sleeve 6 
engages the conical surface of the cone body 3. For this purpose the 
sleeve 6 has an upwardly tapered bore 7 which is in frictional 
engagement over its full extent with the cone body 3. 

The sleeve 6 is made from a flexible piece of material of 
trapezoidal shape as shown in the upper inset of Fig. 2. The piece of 
material has upper and lower edges 8, 9 interconnected by upwardly 
tapering side edges 10, 11. Side edge portions 12, 13 are adhesively 
connected to the rear panel face 5 in closely spaced parallel 
relationship so as to leave a narrow gap 14 between the edge portions 
12, 13, The edges of the gap 14, i.e. the inner edges of the edge 
portions 12. 13 thus extend parallel to each other which has the effect 
of preventing rotation of the sleeve 6 on the cone body 3 as a result 
of twisting of the panel 4. 

The right hand inset of Fig, 2 shows the side edge portion 13 
shaded to indicate an adhesive connection with the panel 4. Any 
suitable adhesive may be used but since the sleeve 6 is pvc coated 
and the panel 4 is preferably also made of pvc material, the adhesive 
is preferably pvc-based. 

An alternative way of fixing the sleeve 6 to the panel 4 is by 
rivets 15 as shown in the left hand insert of Fig. 2. 

The upper insert of Fig. 2 shows optional cuts 16 in the side 
edge portions of the sleeve material. In the unattached state of the 
sleeve, these cuts define flaps which are then adhesively connected to 
the rear face 5 of the panel 4 with the remainder of the edge portions 
12, 13. The effect of the cuts is to relieve tension on the edge 
portions 12, 13 which could result in peeling away of the edge portions 
and consequent detachment of the sleeve 6 from the panel 4. . 



CLAIMS: 



1. A portable sign comprising a shaped panel with information- 
conveying markings on a front face thereof and a rear face to which 
is fixed a flexible material sleeve with a tapered bore engageable by 
a free-standing road cone for mounting the panel above ground level. 

2. A sign as claimed in claim 1, wherein the sleeve is made from a 
flat piece of material of trapezoidal shape having parallel upper and 
lower edges interconnected by upwardly convergent side edges, the 
material piece being fixed to the rear panel face by side edge portions 
arranged in closely spaced parallel relationship so as to form said 
sleeve therebetween. 

3. A sign as claimed in claim 2. wherein the side edge portions are 
fixed to the rear panel face by means of adhesive. 

4. A sign as claimed in claim 2 or 3, wherein the sleeve material is 
pvc-coated nylon. 

5. A sign assembly comprising a portable sign as claimed in any one 
of the preceding claims and a free-standing road cone to which the 
sign is fitted by engagement of the cortical surface of the road cone 
in the tapered bore of the flexible material sleeve of the sign. 
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